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*** FROM THE NATIONAL TRUSTEE *** 

Greetings from Las Vegas! I am 
honored to represent Region 17 
as the new Trustee. I have some 

large 
shoes to 
fill ï Don 
Worm is 
quite  lit-
erally a 
living leg-
end ï but 
I am ex-
cited to 
serve our 
members 

in this new capacity. For all of 
the new members out there, wel-
come to the first The Federalist 
issue of 2019! For those return-
ing, we are glad to have you 
back and look forward to another 
great year. 

There are a lot of exciting in-
itiatives in the works at the 
AGD. In just the past few years, 
our organization expanded mem-
bership opportunities to interna-
tional dentists, purchased a head-
quarters building, and revamped 
the format for the Scientific     
Session. Looking ahead, the 
AGD wants to continue on this 
trajectory to increase the value 
proposition to members and 
grow our end strength. This will 
improve our ability to advocate 
for the general dentist and en-
hance education to deliver quali-
ty oral healthcare. As we stand at 
the dawn of an exciting future, it 

is worthwhile to reflect on our     
history. 

At the last Board meeting in the 
headquarters building in Chicago, I 
took a minute to look at the pictures 
on the wall of the past presidents of 
the AGD. Surprisingly, we are a 
pretty young organization. Back in 
1952, a small group saw the need to 
start an association to exclusively 
represent the needs and interests of 
general dentists. These pioneers de-
veloped the AGDôs mission to 
ñadvance general dentistry and oral 
health through quality continuing 
education and advocacy.ò It is im-
portant to build on our rich tradi-
tions as we evolve to meet the de-
mands of the current landscape; tra-
dition and innovation can and must 
co-exist, which is a notion that is 
very familiar to members in Region 
17.  

I look forward to the upcoming 
year with Region 17 and hope to 
see you at the next Annual Meeting 
at the Mohegan Sun Resort and Ca-
sino in Connecticut. Registration is 
already open, so be sure to sign up 
for your courses before they fill up! 
If you have any great ideas for the 
AGD or our region, have any ques-
tions or concerns, or are interested 
in getting involved with leadership, 
please feel free to contact me at  
jennifer.fong2@va.gov.  

 

            Dr. Jennifer Fong, VA;  
            Maj, USAFR 

mailto:jennifer.fong2@va.gov
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Region 17 members, greetings from the Nation-
al Capital Region (NCR). After relocating to the 
area from my beautiful Texas community, a 

short four months ago, 
I have come to realize 
this is a very interest-
ing place. I am here in 
what feels like an al-
phabet soup full of 
agencies such as DHA, 
NIH, CDC, OMC, and 
NINR, just to name a 
few. 

      After sitting 
through multiple, 

lengthy meetings of redundant topics relating to 
change, I have realized there are still too many 
unanswered questions regarding the Defense 
Health Agency (DHA) and our dental          
community. 

As we now answer to the DHA, in addition 
to our own services, we will continue to witness 
paradigm shifting. One of my professors from 
Regent University of Business and Leadership, 
Gary Oster, wrote an article for the Journal of 
Strategic Leadership in 2009, entitled, 
ñEmergent Innovation: A New Strategic Para-
digm.ò In this article, Oster suggests fresh and 
innovative ideas are the lifeblood for organiza-
tions. In addition, we should consider looking at 
the topic of larger changes in a different per-
spective. Smaller increments of change should 
be built upon each other and hence, make it  
possible to accept larger changes more easily. 

Peter Drucker ï management consultant, 
educator, and author ï was interviewed after 
writing an article for the Harvard Business Re-
view, in which he stated, ñthe best way to pre-
dict the future, is to create it.ò It is vital that we 
realize we are all on the cutting edge helping to 
create the future. None of us can predict what 

the military future entails regarding the dental corps, 
but we know for certain, that it continues to require 
strong leadership in order to help train, develop, and 
mentor others. This is a mission that has not 
changed, nor should it. 

As members of the AGD, I encourage each of 
you to share in the common bond we have with one 
anotherðcontinuing education and training. We 
want to provide the best, and safest patient care, and 
we should be dedicated in continuing to learn. Please 
consider attending the AGD Scientific Session, July 
18-20, at the beautiful Mohegan Sun Casino and Re-
sort located in Uncasville, Connecticut. I hope to be 
in attendance myself. Until next time, ñDocò Mapes, 
out! 

        Col David Mapes, USAF, DC 
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Presidentôs 
Message                      

 

Greetings fellow Army 
dentists! There has been 
a lot of talk about the 
heavy snow and extreme 
cold temperatures this 
winter. I know many of 
you are ready for it to 
come to an end. In a few 
weeks it will be the be-
ginning of spring and 

closer to the 2019 Annual Meeting. 

         I hope you are making plans to join us in 
Connecticut at the Annual Meeting for an excep-
tional opportunity to receive high quality dental 
continuing education and reconnect with old    
colleagues from other military locations and      
civilian practices. The meeting will take place in 
Uncasville at the Mohegan Sun and Casino Resort 
July 18th through 20th. The program is full of 
world class speakers and some great activities 
around the city. Registration is open and housing 
available so register today at www.agd2019.org. 
Sign up for the variety of courses before they sell 
out. The military registration rate is $199 and   
hotel rate at $169/night (there may still be a lower 
military rate available using the AGD website).  

During the meeting, the Army Breakout    
Session will occur on July 18th and Region 17  
Social on July 19th. The locations and times have 
yet to be determined. Our colleagues from Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) and Public Health Service are 
organizing the event. The social is a highlight of 
the meeting for members to catch up with old 
friends and establish new acquaintances. Donôt 
miss it ï we would love to see you there. If you 
are receiving your Fellowship, Mastership or 
LLSR award at the Convocation Ceremony, 
please email me at demarcioreed@yahoo.com so 
we can present you a gift and take a group picture 
of our awardees. 

At the House of Delegates meeting in No-
vember, the AGD installed new officers and 
adopted new policies. Our AGD President Dr. 
Neil Gajjar challenged all leaders to raise their 

level of commitment to the organization. In the 
Federal Services category, the Army AGD won 
the Constituent of the Year, Continuing Educa-
tion, Public Information, and ACE ï Communica-
tions awards. 

Congratulations to our newly elected Trustee, 
Dr. Jennifer Fong ï VA and Regional Director, 
Col David Mapes ï Air Force. This fall, we will 
bid farewell to our regional Executive Director, 
Dr. John Klish. He has served in this capacity for 
over 21 years and will definitely be missed. When 
submitting your ballot, please add a line thanking 
him for his support. As a token of appreciation, he 
was given our constituency coin to remember us 
by.  

It has been a very productive year and this 
summer will end my term as your Army Constitu-
ency President. LTC Melissa Tucker will take the 
torch and replace me as president. However, itôs 
time to elect new constituent officers for president 
elect, secretary and treasurer. Please take the time 
to review the attached ballot and submit it to John 
Klish at klishdds@comcast.net. 

Some new initiatives and programs have been 
developed since the last edition. As a valued 
member and way to provide you with continuing 
education, a FREE webinar hosted by the Army 
AGD is scheduled on April 25th at 7:30pm CST. 
MAJ Michael Kroll will present ñManaging Ante-
rior Trauma: Vital vs Non-vital Pulp Therapyò. 
The code to register will be sent out through email 
in April. A mini-grant assistance program has 
been started to support our members conducting 
CE or outreach events at their locations and the 
grant is valued at $500. Applications are available 
and individuals are encouraged to apply before 
April 1st. In January CPT Tess Kornacki was the 
winner of our constituency drawing, consisting of 
all active members who renewed their member-
ship before December 31st or referred a new mem-
ber. The prize included paid 2019 membership 
dues. 

The Army Constituency is seeking two junior 
officers who will be fully funded to attend this 
yearôs Annual Meeting. Any interested 63A or 
63B in the rank of CPT or MAJ should apply. If    

MAJ Demarcio Reed 

http://www.agd2019.org
mailto:demarcioreed@yahoo.com
mailto:klishdds@comcast.net


The Army Generalist News 
    (continued) 
 
 
 
you are interested, please submit nominations to include a letter stating how attending would benefit you and 
your practice along with your CV to  demarcioreed@yahoo.com  no later than April 15th.  

 
With our members being geographically dispersed, new ways have been explored to increase the lines of 

communication. First, the ñMonthly Updatesò are sent out through email blast and we hope you have found 
them valuable. Secondly, the Army AGD Facebook page is available to members with an account so please 
login and like our page. Last, The Federalist newsletter is sent three times a year (March, June, October) 
through email with information of past and future events. Hopefully these correspondences are reaching each 
of you and keeping you informed.  

Last month we celebrated National Childrenôs Dental Health Month. It was dedicated to raising awareness 
on a multitude of dental health topics for children. Some of these topics presented to our young patients, par-
ents or community during the month included dental emergencies, decay, dental sealants, sports mouthguards, 
oral piercings and tobacco use. Many of you have been involved with various outreach events such as dental 
screenings and oral health education to students at local elementary and middle schools. These types of events 
are most rewarding by empowering our community with the tools needed to maintain or improve their oral 
health.  

Finally, your Army Constituency remains strong with 550 members. I encourage all members to speak 
with other dentists in their respective clinics about the benefits of membership and opportunities afforded them 
through the AGD and organized dentistry. I look forward to seeing as many members as I can during this 
yearôs meeting. See you at the Mohegan Sun! 
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Presidentôs  
Message 
 

Gung Hei Fat Choy! 
(Cantonese Lunar New 
Year greeting, wishing 
you great happiness and 
prosperity) 

      It is currently Lunar 
New Year as I draft this 
message to you all and 
cannot miss the  oppor-
tunity to greet our 

Asian-American Navy members with this festive 
message. For those of you who were lucky enough 
to experience Lunar New Year celebrations grow-
ing up, you can appreciate how the month-long cel-
ebrations, filled with auspicious food preparations 
and superstitions, differ drastically from Western 
New Years Day, celebrated on January 1st annually. 
Meanwhile, Lunar New Year falls on a different 
day every year, depending on the moonôs cycle.  

Being able to celebrate an extra holiday is cer-
tainly a fun bi-cultural advantage, but it also comes 
with dual culture challenges. Whether you are Chi-
nese, Vietnamese, Korean, Mongolian or Tibetan-
American, you may already have insight in the jux-
taposition of these dueling cultures. As military 
providers, many of our Navy constituents experi-
ence similar dichotomy in our dental practices and 
treatment philosophies compared to our civilian 
counterparts in private practice.  

How do we reconcile that treatment philoso-
phy difference when striving for our warfighterôs 
mission readiness? How do we address our pa-
tientôs questions when they ask us about a dental 
procedure they read about online, saw on TV or 
stumble across in a mall kiosk? 

My answer is pretty simple; provide them with 
data driven responses. 
Besides fulfilling our licensure renewal        

requirements, we owe it to our Service men and 

women to be well educated regarding evidence-
based dental principles, so we can provide in-
formed responses. As members of the AGD, we 
have access to valuable continuing education pro-
grams at the Annual Meeting and webinars spon-
sored by the Academy. Be sure to utilize the annual 
6 free AGD CE webinar credits. 

Thanks to our Army AGD leadership for spear-
heading and funding 4 free Webinars this year, 
available to all Region 17 members. The first webi-
nar ñManaging Anterior Trauma: Vital vs Non-
Vital Pulp Therapyò by MAJ Michael Kroll is 
scheduled for April 25th at 7:30 pm CST.  You 
should see the AGD advertising this soon and 
providing a code for registration in April. That is a 
total of 10 FREE CE credits for being a member 
this year. 

We are seeking more volunteers to present fu-
ture webinars. If you would like to become a pre-
senter, let us know.   

Looking forward, this yearôs Scientific Session 
will be held at the Mohegan Sun Casino and Resort 
in Connecticut on July 16 through July 20.  Regis-
tration opened on January 15 and the Academy has 
reserved block rooms for members, ranging from 
$169 for July 14-19, 21st to $ 269 on July 20. A 
special military rate is available. Please visit the 
AGD homepage for more information. If you are 
qualified recipients of the Fellowship, Mastership 
or LLSR award and plan on attending, please reach 
out to me to share your good news. Our Navy team 
and Region 17 will be there to celebrate your ac-
complishments.  

Please also save the date for our Annual Navy 
Luncheon, planned on Saturday July 20. This is an 
annual Navy AGD tradition. More information will 
be forthcoming in the Navyôs Weekly Dental Up-
date (WDU).  

Donôt hesitate to reach out to me or any of our 
executive officers if you want to become more in-
volved or have ideas you want to share. 

CDR Thu Luu 
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The Air Force Flyer 

President's 
Message 

 
 

Greetings from the 
snowy Mid-West!  

      To recap the 
main theme from 
Novemberôs House 
of Delegates meet-
ing, the Academy 
of General Dentis-

try (AGD) is expanding from their contin-
uing education foundation into advocacy 
for the general dentist. The AGD is urging 
members of each state to help strike down 
initiatives for mid-level providers (dental 
therapists). There is not enough scientific 
evidence that creating this new career 
field will produce increased access to  
dental care for the low-income population. 
The consensus at the meeting was that 
other alternatives with the existing work-
force would be more effective, such as in-
creasing Medicaid reimbursement to re-
cruit more dentists within the network. If 
you would like to get more involved with 
AGD advocacy, there are communities on 
AGD Connect available. You may email 
agd.connect@agd.org for access. The 
AGD is also advocating for the          
Competitive Health Insurance Reform Act, 
which would repeal the antitrust exemp-
tion to the health insurance industry. If 
you are interested in making a difference, 
please visit the AGD Action Center for the 
most current advocacy activities. 

On the continuing education (CE) front, 
the Army Constituency has created a new 
webinar series. This new Region 17 initiative 
allows members to access four virtual CE ses-
sions for free. A broad range of    general den-
tistry topics will be covered. If you would like 
to present a topic, please email Dr. Ivey 
(ashley.ivey13@gmail.com) with your name, 
contact information, and the topic which you 
would like to present; she will forward your 
contact information to the Army point of con-
tact. The first webinar in the series will be 
held on April 25th at 19:30 CST. MAJ Michael 
Kroll will present "Managing Anterior Trau-
ma: Vital vs Non-vital Pulp Therapy." Be sure 
to mark your calendars and tune in on April 
25th. 

Lastly, we are looking for new leaders to 
run for Air Force Constituent offices. We are 
soliciting nominations for president-elect, 
treasurer, and secretary. Each position is for 
two years. Please submit nominations with a 
biography and a statement of intent of no more 
than 150 words to ashley.ivey13@gmail.com. 
Due to technical difficulties with the AGD E-
blast, the deadline for nominations has been 
extended to March 15th. Please ensure the 
AGD has your most up-to-date email ad-
dress on file (personal email preferred) to 
continue receiving AGD E-blast messages. 
Questions or concerns, please email me at 
drdragos@hotmail.com. 

Lt Col Dragos Stefan-Dogar 
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VA-AGD Stars And Stripes 

  Serving Those Who Have Sacrificed For Our Freedom 

Presidentôs 
Message 
 
 
 
 

Hi to all VA 
AGD members. 

       The regis-
tration for our 
Annual Meet-

ing is open. This time it will be held 
at the Mohegan Sun and Casino Re-
sort in Uncasville, Connecticut, Ju-
ly 18-20, 2019. We are organizing 
this yearôs Region 17 Social with 
Public Health and we hope to see 
you all; details will be soon availa-
ble.   

It is amazing how technology 
like CBCT and 3D digital impres-
sions are becoming part of our daily 
general dental practices. In addi-
tion, we must, as dental providers, 

keep up to date on the medical con-
ditions that affect our patients. This 
yearôs Annual Meeting offerings   
cover all of this; register early as 
many of these courses fill fast. I 
hope to see you all there and meet 
you in person. 

Additionally this year we will 
have an election for the position of 
Secretary/Treasurer. Anyone interest-
ed in running for this position please 
contact me thru the following email:  
javillafanedmd@gmail.com. The 
ballot for this election will be includ-
ed in the next issue. Additionally, 
next year we are going to have elec-
tions for the other constituent posi-
tions. If you are interested please let 
me know. 

Dr.  Juan  Villafane-Hernandez 
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Presidentôs 
Message 
 
Hello from Connecti-
cut, where the next 
AGD Scientific Ses-
sion will take place this 
July 18-20 at the 
Mohegan Sun Resort 
and Casino in Uncas-
ville. Course registra-
tion has opened and 
registration rates for 
military/government 

AGD members remain at $199ðeven on site. 
However, please register early for the best class        
selection. Stay tuned for details about the      
Region 17 Social, hosted this year by Public 
Health and the Veterans Administration. It is 
always a good time to meet and network with 
our fellow federal service colleagues. Save the 
date for the evening of Friday, July 19. 

Oral health is one of the Surgeon Generalôs 
top priorities and fall 2020 will be the target 
date for the second-ever Surgeon Generalôs   
report on Oral Health, following the landmark 
2000 report. This follow-up report will describe 
and evaluate oral health and the interaction be-
tween oral health and general health throughout 
the span of life, considering advances in sci-
ence, healthcare integration, and social influ-
ences to articulate promising new directions for 
improving oral health and oral health equity 
across communities. While the 2000 report 
helped open the conversation that oral health is 
integral to overall health, this report will help 
guide our profession for the next 20 years. 

Since continuing education is a subject that 
binds us together as oral health professionals; 
the Public Health Service recently created quar-

terly CDE webinars to help highlight important 
public health issues. These are co-sponsored by 
the Indian Health Service Division of Oral 
Health, the USPHS Chief Dental Officer RADM 
Tim Ricks, and the Public Health Constituent of 
the AGD. Our first webinar was held in October 
and focused on the growing problem of               
e-cigarettes; on our last webinar in February, 
RADM Ricks walked us through some of the 
Surgeon Generalôs prioritiesðopioids, tobacco, 
community health and economic prosperityðas 
they relate to oral health. All of our USPHS 
Commissioned Corps, civil service, and tribal 
dentists are eligible to participate in these quar-
terly webinars. Our next quarterly webinar is ten-
tatively scheduled for April 24, from 12-1 p.m. 
Eastern Time Zone. Announcements will be sent 
out on the Dental Bulletin Board listserv. 

Iôd like to welcome our new members:   
Meron Andemichael of Lillington, NC, Sarah 
Bolis of Attleboro, MA, Kara Bankiewicz of 
Butte, MT, Carlos H. Chapa, Jr. of Laredo, TX, 
Jo-Ann Collantes of Hereford, TX, Michael Ho 
of Flagstaff, AZ, Elle Dinh of San Jose, CA, Ilan 
Kiselstein of Fort Worth, TX, Cassandra Grace 
Lee of Traverse City, MI, Dewayne Matthews of 
Buckland, MA, Ariel Mooney of Mount Zion, 
WV, Reza Rajabian of Dorado Hills, CA, Derek 
Schmidt of Benzonia, MI, Jessica Senat of   
Cambria Heights, NY, Marsha R. Taylor-
Andemichael of Lillington, NC, and Michael J. 
Yoon of Woodland, CA. 

If anyone has comments, questions, or ideas 
for our constituency, please contact me at 
likuei.g.hung@uscg.mil. Thank you to everyone 
for your membership in AGD and for your      
service to our Nation! 

CDR Li-Kuei Hung 
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Royal Canadian Dental Corps Newsletter 

Royal Canadian  
Dental Corps   
Message 
 
In this edition of The Feder-

alist, The Royal Canadian 

Dental Corps (RCDC) would 

like to share an overview of 

the Clinical Endodontics 

Course, offered at Canadian 

Forces Base Borden (CFB 

Borden) Health Services 

Training Center, which is 

located approximately 100 kilometers north of Toronto. The 

base is the largest training establishment in the Canadian 

Armed Forces (CAF) and is home to multiple trades of mili-

tary and Defence Team organizations. 

Every year, the RCDC offers four clinical courses: oral 

and maxillofacial surgery, periodontics, prosthodontics, and 

endodontics. Each of these two-week clinical courses features 

close mentorship from board certified RCDC specialists, as 

well as invaluable hands-on experience from clinical patient 

care on-site. 

In November 2018, the RCDC had the privilege to wel-

come a US military dentist, Captain Matthew Kinstler, from 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to take part in the latest Clinical 

Endodontics Course in the newly-built Health Care Centre at 

CFB Borden. 

The six candidates were given an exceptional opportuni-

ty to perfect their endodontic skills under the mentorship of 

three board-certified instructors. All three instructors had 

completed a two-year comprehensive dentistry residency  

program with the US military as part of their training. Major 

Raegan Meadows completed her program in 2016 at Fort 

Hood, Texas, Major Richard Mansour also completed his 

program in 2010 at Fort Hood and Major Amir Mahmood 

completed his in 2015 at Lackland Air Force Base. 

As there are no endodontics residency program in the 

CAF, the comprehensive dentistôs specialists are the main 

resources for this discipline and the Clinical Endodontics 

Course is one of the ways to share their expertise with the 

RCDC General Dentists. 

Prior to attending the course, all candidates were re-

quired to complete an extensive pre-course package, includ-

ing the Threshold Knowledge Assignment (TKA), where the 

package contained relevant journal articles, informative vide-

os from Ruddle, Buchanan, and Nasseh, as well as detailed 

articles and PowerPoint slides. 

The two-week clinical course schedule was divided into 

two phases: a concise theoretical base given through short 

lectures and case presentations, followed by an extensive 

hands-on portion, using many well-known file brands, such as 

Protaper Next, Wave One, and Vortex Blue. 

As early as the day two, the candidates received an ac-

tive demonstration from the instructors and started their pre-

clinical procedures on extracted teeth under microscopes. 

During the first week, endodontics-related procedures were 

also reviewed, such as radiographic interpretation, as well as 

various techniques for profound pulpal anesthesia and open-

and-drain procedure. On day four, the candidates screened the 

assigned patients to adequately prepare for their clinical cases. 

In the following week, all candidates completed two non-

surgical root canal treatments (NSRCTs) on their patients and 

had an opportunity to share their findings, lessons learned, 

and results with other candidates and instructors during the 

final presentation session. 

The following is a quote for the course from our US 

candidate, Captain Kinstler: 

ñThis was the best continuing educa-

tion course I have ever attended. The 

course was extremely well run and the 

live patient experience was invaluable! 

The course offered a 2:1 student to 

instructor ratio which allowed for one 

on one mentorship as we were working 

on patients. é I would recommend this 

course to any provider that is lucky 

enough to attend.ò 

The RCDC is proud to offer great opportunities to en-

hance their skills in dentistry every year to a number of mili-

tary dentists. Such learning opportunity is supported by a net-

work of specialists in modern clinic settings. Most important-

ly, the close mentorship and the experience and knowledge of 

skillful instructors offered a phenomenal learning environ-

ment for all attendees. 

Maj Edith Boulanger, is a 2012 graduate of the Faculty of Dentis-

try, Laval University, QC. She is the Dental Detachment Com-

mander of 1 Dental Unit Detachment Trenton, ON, Canada, and  

one of the candidates of the Clinical Endodontics Course 2018. 

LCol Alain Ouellet 
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         E-mail change?          PCS or other move? 
 

It is very important that you contact AGD when your E-mail address changes and/or you move.  This 
will ensure that you receive your AGD publications and The Federalist newsletter in a timely fashion.  
Prompt notification also saves Region 17 and National AGD the cost of additional mailings. 
 
You can make changes with AGD in one of several ways.  You can call AGDôs membership 
department at 1-888-AGD-DENT, send an e-mail to membership@agd.org, update your profile on 
www.agd.org, or send your changes to AGD, 560 W. Lake St., 6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60661-6600.  
Be sure to include your member number and specify the Federal Service to which you belong.  This 
will help prevent AGD from transferring you from your Federal Service constituent to the constituent of 
the state to which you are moving.  It is not necessary to send changes to Region 17. 
 
If you have any difficulties with your address change, send an e-mail to:  klishdds@comcast.net  or 
write to:  John W. Klish, DDS, FAGD, ABGD    Region 17 Executive Director     8005 East  Brookridge 
Drive, Middletown, MD 21769-8123 
 

Thank you!  

  8005 East Brookridge Drive  

  Middletown, MD 21769 -8123  

mailto:membership@agd.org
https://www.agd.org/member-center/my-profile
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